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Structure of the Presentation

• Part One – The Story of Cathy
• Part Two – What is the Dominant Discourse?
• Part Three- Exploring vulnerabilities to Human 

Trafficking over the Life Course
• Part Four –What are the  Optimal Life Course 

Conditions?
• Part Five  -Why Prevention?



SARPart One: The Story of Cathy



Cathy’s story provides us with key 
insights into the vulnerabilities to 

human trafficking





A human rights approach  to 
trafficking is empty and 
meaningless if it does not place at 
the very core, the voice and agency 
of trafficked women

(Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women, 2007, p.ix)



On Voice

Voice is not simply  about the right and 
opportunity to speak out. For poor people’s 
participation to work, not only must information 
be available, but the state must be accountable 
to the voices  that are raised 

(Khan, The Unheard Truth: Poverty and Human Rights, 2009 
p.42)



Part Two : Challenging the 
Narrative



Taken

Source: https://theconversation.com/movies-
and-myths-about-human-trafficking-51300
Accessed July 7, 2017

https://theconversation.com/movies-and-myths-about-human-trafficking-51300












Efforts to  combat trafficking have proceeded 
from a narrow view of trafficking as a criminal 
justice problem, with a clear focus on targeting 
the trafficker and to a lesser extent, protecting 
their victims. Addressing the socio-economic 
factors at the root of the problem, by contrast, 
has largely fallen outside the purview of 
government action
Chuang, J. (2006). Beyond a Snapshot: Preventing Human Trafficking in the Global Economy. 
Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, 13(1), 137-163) p. 148



Current anti-trafficking law and advocacy 
continues to pay too little attention to the root 
causes of this exploitation. The lack of emphasis 
on prevention reflects the popular notions that 
‘rescue’ is what is needed

Todras, Jonathon, ‘Movies and Myths about human Trafficking’ 2016 
https://theconversation.com/movies-and-myths-about-human-trafficking-51300. Accessed July 7,2017

https://theconversation.com/movies-and-myths-about-human-trafficking-51300


Part Three – Cumulative Disadvantage 
over the Life Course



I really did not experience any joyful
memories even from zero to sixteen.
During those years, I really can’t recall
any happy memories, because when I play
my mother would always beat me,
anywhere on my body, sometimes it’s my
head, so I don’t have good memories.
Maybe now I have, but before I had none.

Teresita



After that rape incident I cannot look that
man in the eye, I felt ashamed…I felt
ashamed because I did not do something
when he raped me. I did not event shout
for help.

Aleta











Part Four – The Optimal Life 
Course Conditons





Cluster One - Childhood

• Adequate standard of living
• Human Attachment and Belonging
• Quality Education
• Safety, Security and Emotional Wellbeing
• Social and Community Connectedness
• Gender Equality



Adequate Standard of Living



Human Attachment and Belonging



Quality Education



Social and Community Connectedness



Safety, Security and Emotional 
Wellbeing



Gender Equality



Cluster Two- Adolescence

• Psycho Sexual Health and Development
• Long Term Life Skills and Capabilities
• Social Inclusion 
• Economic Empowerment



Psycho Sexual Health and 
Development



Long Term Life Skills and Capabilities



Social Inclusion



Economic Empowerment



Cluster Three - Adulthood

• Decent Work and Economic Empowerment
• Community Cohesion and Personal Security
• Self Determination
• Generativity



Decent Work and Economic 
Empowerment



Community Cohesion and Personal Security



Self-Determination



Generativity



Part 5 -Prevention as Key



Source: 
https://www.slideshare.net/WendyRing1/downstream-
problems-upstream-solutions-fossil-fuels-and-chronic-
disease



Continuuing to deal only with 
victimised children after the fact is 
an unwinnable situation, as there 
are too many exploited children. 

Instead, intervention efforts must 
move upstream so that we prevent 
the harm  from occurring in the first 

place

(Todras, 2016 P6)



‘Given the enduring nature of socioeconomic 
deprivation in many parts of the world, it is easy 
to dismiss calls for substantive prevention 
strategies as too lofty or impracticable. But the 
reality that millions of lives remain at risk for 
trafficking demands that we embrace this 
challenge.” (Chuang p.155)





Pope Francis

It should be acknowledged that very little has been 
done to address the “why” of many young people 
being tricked or sold into trafficking and 
slavery…Demand and supply, in turn, are deeply 
rooted in the three great issues of conflicts and 
wars, economic privation and natural disasters, or 
what the victims experience as extreme poverty, 
underdevelopment, exclusion, unemployment and 
lack of access to education
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/04/03/pope_%E2%80%98human_trafficking_worsening/1
303041 Accessed July, 7, 2017

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/04/03/pope_%E2%80%98human_trafficking_worsening/1303041
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