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Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 
 

Article 1   Definitions: 
“refugee”: any person who (1) 
under previous earlier 
standards (2) As a result of 
events occurring before 1 
January 1951 and owing to 
well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the 
country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a 
nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a 
result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to 
it.  Persons with more than one nationality and the definition of events 
occurring before 1 January 1951 are defined. 

C.   Non-application of Convention: 

 Persons who have re-availed himself of the protection of the country 
 of his nationality; 

 Persons who have voluntarily re-acquired it; 

 Persons who have acquired a new nationality, and enjoys protection 
 the country of new nationality; 

 Persons who have voluntarily re-established in country he left or 
 outside which he remained owing to fear of persecution; 

 Circumstances in connexion with which he has been recognized as a 
 refugee have ceased to exist; 

 Circumstances in connexion with which he has been recognized as a 
refugee have ceased to exist, able to return to the country of his former 
habitual residence; 

 Persons who are at present receiving from organs or agencies of the United Nations other than the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees protection or assistance; 

 A person who is recognized by the competent authorities of the country as a national; 

 Any person with respect to whom there are serious reasons for considering that he has committed a 
crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity, as defined in the international 
instruments drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes; 

 A person who has committed a serious non-political crime outside the country of refuge prior to his 
admission to that country as a refugee or has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

Article 2   General obligations of refugees to obey domestic law 

Article 3   Non-discrimination as to race, religion, or country of origin. 

Article 4   Religion: treatment at least as favourable; freedom to practice and education. 

Summary: This 
instrument is grounded in 
Article 14 of the Universal 
Declaration of human 
rights of 1948, which 
recognizes the right of 
persons to seek asylum 
from persecution in other 
countries.  As a post-
Second World War 
instrument, it was 
originally limited in scope 
to persons fleeing events 
occurring before 1 
January 1951 and within 
Europe. The 1967 
Protocol removed these 
limitations and thus gave 
the Convention universal 
coverage. It has since 
been supplemented by 
refugee and subsidiary 
protection regimes in 
several regions, as well as 
via the progressive 
development of 
international human 
rights law. 

Adoption: 28 July 1951 

Entry into force: 22 April 1954 

Access status here. 

Access full text here. 

http://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetailsII.aspx?&src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=V~2&chapter=5&Temp=mtdsg2&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20189/volume-189-I-2545-English.pdf
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Article 5   Rights granted not to impair any rights and benefits apart from this Convention. 

Article 7   Reciprocity 

Article 8   Exemption from exceptional measures: refugee who is formally a national of the said State. 

Article 9   Provisional measures essential to the national security. 

Article 10   Continuity of residence: 

 Where forcibly displaced during WWII to a Contracting State 

 Where forcibly displaced during WWII from territory of Contracting State 

Article 11   Refugee seamen: sympathetic consideration. 

Article 12   Personal status: governed by the law of the country of his domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the 
law of the country of his residence; Rights previously acquired and rights attaching to marriage respected 

Article 13   Movable and immovable property: treatment not less favourable 

Article 14   Artistic rights and industrial property: the same protection as is accorded to nationals 

Article 15   Right of association: the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals 

Article 16   Access to courts: free access; legal assistance; same treatment 

Article 17 wage-earning employment: the most favourable treatment accorded to nationals; restrictive 
measures imposed for the protection of the national labour market shall not be applied to a refugee who was 
already exempt from them at the date of entry into force of this Convention for the Contracting State 
concerned, or who fulfils one of the following conditions: 

 He has completed three years’ residence in the country; 

 He has a spouse possessing the nationality of the country of residence; a refugee may not invoke the 
benefits of this provision if he has abandoned his spouse; 

 He has one or more children possessing the nationality of the country of residence. 

 Sympathetic consideration 

Article 18   Self-employment: treatment not less favorable 

Article 19   Liberal professions: treatment not less favorable. 

Article 20   Rationing: same treatment as nationals 

Article 21   Housing: treatment not less favourable than that accorded to aliens 

Article 22   Public education: the same treatment as is accorded to nationals with respect to elementary 
education; treatment as favourable with respect to education other than elementary education and, in 
particular, as regards access to studies, the recognition of foreign school certificates, diplomas and degrees, 
the remission of fees and charges and the award of scholarships. 

Article 23   Public relief: the same treatment accorded to nationals 

Article 24   Labour legislation and social security, including same treatment for: 
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 remuneration, including family allowances, holidays with pay, restrictions on home-work, minimum 
age of employment, apprenticeship and training, women’s work and the work of young persons, and 
the enjoyment of the benefits of collective bargaining; 

 Social security (legal provisions in respect of employment injury, occupational diseases, maternity, 
sickness, disability, old age, death, unemployment, family responsibilities and any other contingency 
which, according to national laws or regulations, is covered by a social security scheme), subject to 
limitations [omitted]: 

 Compensation for the death of a refugee resulting from employment injury or from occupational 
disease 

 Benefits of agreements concluded between them 

Article 25   Administrative assistance from domestic or international authorities 

Article 26   Freedom of movement.  Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully in its territory the 
right to choose their place of residence to move freely within its territory, subject to any regulations applicable 
to aliens generally in the same circumstances. 

CHAPTER V.   Administrative Measures 

Article 27   Identity papers: the Contracting States shall issue identity papers to any refugee in their territory 
who does not possess a valid travel document. 

Article 28   Travel documents 

Article 29   Fiscal charges: no higher than that levied upon nationals. 

Article 30   Transfer of assets shall be allowed 

Article 31   Refugees unlawfully in the country of refugee: no penalties where their life or freedom was 
threatened in the sense of article 1, enter or are present in their territory without authorization, provided they 
present themselves without delay to the authorities and show good cause for their illegal entry or presence. 

2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the movements of such refugees restrictions other than those 
which are necessary and such restrictions shall only be applied until their status in the country is regularized or 
they obtain admission into another country. The Contracting States shall allow such refugees a reasonable 
period and all the necessary facilities to obtain admission into another country. 

Article 32   Expulsion: the Contracting States shall not expel a refugee lawfully in their territory save on 
grounds of national security or public order. 

2. The expulsion of such a refugee shall be only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with due 
process of law. Except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, the refugee shall be 
allowed to submit evidence to clear himself, and to appeal to and be represented for the purpose before 
competent authority or a person or persons specially designated by the competent authority. 

The Contracting States shall allow such a refugee a reasonable period within which to seek legal admission 
into another country. The Contracting States reserve the right to apply during that period such internal 
measures as they may deem necessary. 

Article 33   Prohibition of expulsion or return (“refoulement”): No Contracting State shall expel or return 
(“refouler”) a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his life or freedom would 
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be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political 
opinion. 

2. The benefit of the present provision may not, however, be claimed by a refugee whom there are reasonable 
grounds for regarding as a danger to the security of the country in which he is, or who, having been convicted 
by a final judgment of a particularly serious crime, constitutes a danger to the community of that country. 

Article 34   Naturalization: the Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitate the assimilation and 
naturalization of refugees. They shall in particular make every effort to expedite naturalization proceedings 
and to reduce as far as possible the charges and costs of such proceedings. 

Article 35   Co-operation of the national authorities with the United Nations 

 The condition of refugees, 

 The implementation of this Convention, and; 

 Laws, regulations and decrees which are, or may hereafter be, in force relating to refugees. 

Articles 36 through 38 omitted. 


